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About
B

Hong Kong Smart Design Awards

Hong Kong Smart Design Awards (HKSDA) is organised by
The Hong Kong Exporters’ Association and supported by the
Cultural and Creative Industries Development Agency (CCIDA) as
the Lead Sponsor. HKSDA has been devoted to unveil the brilliance
of Hong Kong original design to the world and encourage local
manufacturers and exporters to reform business strategy in
attaining “Design x Strategy x Technology = Smart Business’
since 2012. HKSDA has become an industrial signature event
among local sectors including gifts, product design and
procurement and has built renowned reputation for its quality
among overseas buyers through a spectrum of local and
overseas activities catering to both B2B and B2C, ie. trade fairs
to reach out buyers, roving exhibition in shopping malls and
communities to raise public awareness of HKSDA.

The Hong Kong Exporters Association

Founded in 1955, The Hong Kong Exporters’ Association (HKEA) is
a non-profit making trade association registered under the Hong
Kong Companies Ordinance as a company limited by guarantee.
The HKEA is committed to creating new business opportunities
and enhancing market value for Hong Kong exporters, aiming to
position Hong Kong as a premier trading hub. The HKEA focuses
on serving the industry and taking export trade as its core value,
helping members expand their business by closely laising with
the government, initiating different projects, and organizing
seminars, business gatherings, business delegation trips and
exhibitions. The HKEA also disseminates the latest local and
International trade information and provides online product display
and search services for additional publicity, to further promote
Hong Kong's export trade and enhance market competitiveness.
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Dragon and Phoenix Signature Box

REREEE

Tradition can live on in new ways—this is the idea behind the
Dragon and Phoenix Signature Box by Juk Gwan On Hou.
Designers Hoi-Kiu PAK and Tsz-Yeung FUNG noticed that
traditional dragon and phoenix banquet halls are becoming rare,
replaced by clubhouse or hotel-style wedding venues. This made
them wonder: how can this tradition be preserved in a fresh form?

Giving New Life to Tradition

Their Dragon and Phoenix Signature Box is a miniature replica of
dragon and phoenix banquet hall when viewed from the front,
keeping the nostalgic style of wedding celebrations. The back of
the box serves the modern purpose of placing wooden sign-in
plaques from the guests.

Kiu shared that Juk Gwan On Hou was founded with the vision
to preserve the art of paper crafting. Initially focused on making
floral banners, the brand later incorporates more diverse local
elements, such as siu-mai paper lanterns. "Preserving tradition
does not mean copying the old exactly as it was. The challenge
for designers is to maintain the essence of the traditional thing,
while making it feel new. “For instance, changings the color tone
of a traditional craft may make it more appealing to the younger
generations,” said Kiu.
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The Bank of East Asia Limited -
Red Packet

REFERITRIRE

Red packets are a must-have item in Chinese New Year. Can
these familiar little packets become new surprises to the beloved
ones? Safe Power Printing & Box Mfg. Co., Ltd. has done that
with their exquisite paper carving techniques in their design of
The Bank of East Asia, Limited - Red Packet, which retains the
festive vibe while adding a touch of modern design.

The designers, Cecilia CHENG and Joe WONG, drew
Inspiration from the peony, which is known as the national flower
of China. Using laser technology. they create an intricate, three-
dimensional floral pattern with gradient lines from thick to thin,
complemented by gold-edged accents, giving it an elegant yet
not over-the-top appearance. When a pair of the packets are
placed together, a complete peony is formed.

Redefining Tradition with Modernity

Joe has previously incorporated the patterns of Song Dynasty
blue-and-white porcelain into paper art, reimagining the
composition and color while adding laser-cut details. The fusion of
cultural art with contemporary techniques can spark something,
“Blending traditional culture with modernity is an inevitable trend.
Designers need to infuse traditional elements into new work to
meet the growing market demands for designs with cultural
depth and aesthetic sophistication.

Safe Power Printing &
Box Mfg. Co., Ltd.
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Picasso 2 Eco
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Even in today’s digital age. writing on paper is unbeaten. However,
ink leakage and need for refillment can make it troublesome. The
inkless pen Picasso 2 Eco, produced by BrandCharger Limited, keeps
the feel and warmth of handwriting while addressing the pain points
of conventional pens, offering a brandnew writing experience.

The Picasso 2 Eco is designed with an ergonomic triangular
shape, with a weighted interior to make writing smooth and
comfortable. Designer Chris CHEUNG further noted that the
second generation has seen refinements in details, such as
adding a touch tip for the purpose of electronic signatures, and
shifting from carbon fiber to graphite for the nib, resulting in
clearer writing marks.

Trends in Focus, Design in Sync

With a lifespan of up to one year and the use of recycled aluminum,
the product demonstrates a commitment to the environment. Chris
emphasized that designers must stay attuned to the developments
of the times, including sustainability as one of the example.
“The Apple products have been produced by eco-friendly materials
In recent years. Another thing is the artificial intelligence which
advances so significantly. Designers need to stay on top of major
trends and further optimize product development,” said Chris.
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Exlicon L - Precision Golden Ratio
Tools for Art and Geometry

Exlicon L - Ak EELEFHTAELR

—~—

1618 is not just a number—it’s the secret to beauty. Known as the
‘Golden Ratio,” it has been seen as the most pleasing proportion in
nature and the art world since ancient times, being omnipresent
from classical art to modern design. The Exlicon L- Precision
Golden Ratio Tools for Art and Geometry, launched by Ddiin
Concept Limited, is a handy tool for capturing this golden ratio.

This tool set comprises circle, triangle, and conch-shaped,
enhanced by precise markings for accurate angle measurements
and scale adjustments. The design inspiration for Sofia LEE came
from observing the artists at work. “Artists need to figure out
calculate the golden ratio every time, but a palm-sized tool is
enough to make the process much more efficient,” she explains.

Turning Daily Insights into Smart Designs

As it suits the practical needs, many artists have provided positive
feedback after using it. Sofia believes that Hong Kong has plenty
of talented designers with unique sensibilities, who are just as
good as the international counterparts. With more platforms
available in the future, she hopes Hong Kong design becomes
more visible on the global stage and attract worldwide attention.
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VAAKA the Coffee and Tea Balance
VAAKA ##f - REFE

For urban people, coffee is more than just a beverage—it is a way
of life, with meticulous attention paid to every step from bean
grinding to brewing. This makes a "good cup of coffee" require a
set of cumbersome tools. Inspired by the hand scales used for
traditional Chinese medicine, Leo YIU, founder of PONG Design
Studio, designed the brewing tool named VAAKA, making the
brewing process simple and enjoyable.

While a digital scale helps accurately measure the amount
of coffee beans, their boxy look lacks aesthetic appeal. VAAKA
combines the coffee scoop with scale, having an artistic
appearance while utilizing mechanical weighing principles
without the need of batteries. The hand scale design allows the
placing of coffee beans, making the product rich in both beauty
and practicality.

The Heart of Design: Observe and Solve Pain Points

VAAKA has won the hearts of coffee lovers. Leo shares that
whether designing for a brand or creating own products, it always
starts from identifying life's pain points in everyday life, "Designers
need to notice small details in life, think deeply about the problems
discovered, and only then can they design and creates products
that truly satisfy the users," said Leo.
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RYOBI 18V ONE+
HANDHELD CULTIVATOR

RYOBI 18V ONE+ F#FE 14

As green living style becomes more popular nowadays, more
and more people are enjoying gardening at home. However, the
cultivators available on the market are heavy, large, and primarily
designed for agricultural use. Recognizing this problem, William
LEE. designer of the Techtronic Industries Company Limited,
set out to create a more user-friendly tool—RYOBI 18V ONE+
HANDHELD CULTIVATOR.

The product was developed collaboratively with both engineers
and researchers. "For instance, tilling soil requires much strength.
After consulting with engineers, an ergonomic design was adopted
by adding a secondary handle," he shares. By allowing low-cost
and high-quality gardening, the product not only benefits existing
gardening lovers. The barrier to entry of green living style becomes
lower, encouraging people to embrace a sustainable lifestyle.

Beyond Functionality: the Imbuement of Emotional Values
William believes that a product has the power to evoke emotional
resonance or transformation—a direction that Hong Kong
designers can continue to explore. "In terms of design efficiency.
many regions are already on par with Hong Kong. But by drawing
from local culture and lifestyle, designers can imbue the designs
with unique emotional value, making Hong Kong's creations
different from others," said William.
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MasterCane

REMHYL

Every era has its outstanding designs. Staying ahead of the curve
1s the key to being futuristic. Last year, Savewo Limited developed
the world's lightest yet heaviest-load electric wheelchair, making
it easy for physically challenged individuals to take on planes.
However, traditional cane users still face limitations—these
heavy, non-retractable, and non-foldable canes do not meet the
baggage requirements for boarding. Designer Zen DING and
his team came up with a solution by the selection of material,
creating the MasterCane.

By utilizing carbon fiber, the MasterCane weighing only 250
grams can bear a load of over 150 kilograms. It is foldable with
an ergonomically designed handle to ensure a comfortable grip.
enhancing the user experience.

Key to Design Breakthroughs

Constrained by material limitations, traditional canes fail to be
both light and durable at the same time. Not until recent years
with the reduced cost of carbon fiber, MasterCane becomes
a possible product. Zen believes that designers need to keep
an eye on the latest materials. "Previous generations already
come had many brilliant design ideas. Only technology is
evolving and materials are always advancing This is what lead to
breakthroughs in design." Said Zen.
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BUNMIEBUN
HeEs

The freshness of design springs from subtle moments in life.
A design idea popped up in the mind of Chino LAM, the Creative
Director of URDU INTERNATIONAL COMPANY LIMITED, during a
trip in which he got sick. "l couldn’t go out, so a friend bought me
a bag of steamed buns. | found them cute, and being sick also
made me miss Hong Kong food," he recalls.

This led to the birth of BUNMIEBUN, a set of five dim-
sum characters. Chino created "friends" for the meat bun, like
the shrimp dumpling and shark fin dumpling. He deliberately
connected his work to local culture by choosing Cantonese dim-
sum as characters and pairing them with bamboo steamers.
Attention to detail was important as well. Chino mentioned
particularly the material selection. "l want the product to be close
to the texture of real buns and serve the stress-relief function,
which is a common need these days," said Chino.

From Nostalgia to Innovative Works

As alocal designer, Chino believes Hong Kong culture is a treasure
of great design ideas. "Things like old furniture and ron gates are
beautiful, but often overlooked by most people. Designers can
turn them into unique products." he believes.
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Puff Pastry Egg Tart Bed
BRRZER IR

Unlike art pieces, product design is not solely about the subjective
aesthetics of the designers. A product needs also to cater to the
market and provide a positive user experience. The Puff Pastry
Egg Tart Bed by PP Laboratory Limited is a perfect example for
such balance.

Puff Pastry Egg Tart Bed is for cats to play and rest, while
Michelle YUEN, the product designer, ingeniously incorporates
it with Hong Kong local elements by the use of organ paper.
“The organ paper can be rolled into a round shape, mimic the
flaky pastry texture of an egg tart, the classic Hong Kong delicacy,
with sufficient weight capacity,” she explains. Paper is also easy to
recycle, making it a greener choice.

A Creative Design Doubles the Delight

As a pet product, the “users” include both the cats and their
owners. The bed, transforming into 9 different shapes and
featuring an adjustable catnip track for mental stimulation,
provides a better relaxation and entertainment to the cats. It also
folds effortlessly, making it suited for Hong Kong compact living
environment and convenient for cat owners. This does not only
reflect creativity, but also the valuing of user experience.
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Baby Monitor - CATCHING STARS
mAE

Well-designed baby products not only bring convenience and a
sense of security to parents, but also create joy for babies. In the
eyes of Jemima Lam, student from the Technological and Higher
Education Institute of Hong Kong, baby monitors are more than
cold devices for watching over babies, but interactive tools that
make babies feel at ease.

The CATCHING STARS Baby Monitor is designed with a
star shape to reduce the sense of being watched of the babies,
featuring an interactive silicone light that changes color with each
press and thus gives joy to babies. For many young parents who
love to sharing their children’s cute moments, the silicone light
serves their needs as it is at the same time a camera shutter,
capturing snapshots and precious memories of the babies with
every press.

Creating New Experiences Through a Child’s Eyes

To design from a child’s perspective, Jemima, who has a special
passion on toy design, often visits museums, exhibitions, and toy
stores to try out different toys, feel their textures and experience
the interactive features. "By thinking through the process of
playing, | hope to create products that deliver fun and enjoyment
for both children and parents,” said Jemima.
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Design Awards 2025

BEARAEERETAE 2025

The Hong Kong Smart Design Awards
(HKSDA) has been devoted to unveil
the brilliance of Hong Kong original
design to the world and encourage local
manufacturers and exporters to reform
business strategy in attaining “Design x
Strategy x Technology = Smart Business”
since 2012. This year's theme is "New
Waves", which symbolizes the spirit of
each new generation to inspire a new era
of design and innovation. We are eager
to help potential designers to showcase
their work on international stages. This
competition is not only an opportunity to
showcase creativity, but also a platform to
unite the design power of Hong Kong.
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HKTDC Hong Kong
Gifts & Premium Fair 2025
FRBEREEERKREME 2025

27-30.04.2025

Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre
FEGEZREDD

The Hong Kong Gifts & Premium Fair (GP Fair)
is one of the world's largest Gifts and Premium
fairs. Being the first station of the roving exhibition,
both winning Corporate group products and
Conceptual group prototypes will be exhibited.
HKSDA is committed to providing winners with
the opportunities to showcase their products and
increase exposure during the fair.

57 awarded Hong Kong original design
works will be exhibited at the Hong Kong Gifts
& Premium Fair organised by the Hong Kong
Trade Development Council. Helping the award-
winning designers explore business opportunities
and expand their local and international market
during the fair.
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BSENER B EREBRMHBH LB HS - 1B
HBENEREH -
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Awards Presentation Ceremony
HREEEIE
16.05.2025

Hong Kong Palace Museum
BRREXICIEYE

In the Awards Presentation Ceremony, the results
of "Gifts", "Home & Houseware" and "Toys &
Games" categories and Conceptual Group will be
announced. The event is not only a celebration for
awardees, but also a platform for networking and
idea exchanges. All awardees will be presented
with a certificate and share their honours with all.
HAEBEERFARENEEAS H%’r‘%”ﬂ‘ﬁ
Mo RERXBER® M TR KRB =X
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Roving Exhibition - Design Shanghai
KERE - w5t Ew

04-0r06.2025

Shanghai World Expo
Exhibition & Convention Center
LEttiEESE

Design Shanghai is one of the world's most
prestigious international design events and Asia's
premier design event, showcasing an inspiring
fusion of Eastern and Western design philosophies.
The first overseas roving exhibition will start from
Design Shanghai Hall 3: Living & Lifestyle, opening
doors to potential business opportunities.
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Roving Exhibition - K11 Art Mall
KERE - K11 BYZiE
01-0r0r2025

Atrium, K11 Art Mall
KBS EATEE R P

K11 Art Mall focuses on three core values: Art,
People, and Nature. The Art Mall caters to a target
audience of people who are conscious of their
lifestyle and have sophisticated taste. HKSDA
provides the winners with the opportunity to
showcase their products and prototypes during
the showcase, which will introduce the winning
products to a wider audience and bring them to
public life.
KNEMNBEMEBEMN ANRBRA=RZLTER
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Roving Exhibition - Maison & Objet in Paris
RERE - ERFHRERE
04-08.09.2025

Paris Nord Villepinte Exhibition Centre
EBRILESIEREDL

MAISON & OBJET Paris is the decoration and
lifestyle industry’s most highly publicised event
and a meeting place for collectors of new ideas.
HKSDA strives to provide a global platform for
designers, expand their presence in the European
market. It offers abundant business opportunities
and fosters connections and inspiration.
BREHKERTRERERMITEPRZHEN
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The Hong Kong Exporters’ Association
Room 924, Star House, 3 Salisbury Road
Tsimshatsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong
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Tel B& +852 2265 0303

Fax ME&E +38522730 1869

Email BE hksda@exporters.org.hk
Web #E www.sdawards.orghk
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Disclaimer: The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region provides funding support to the project only. and does not otherwise take partin
the project. Any opinions, findings. conclusions or recommendations expressed in these materials/events (or by members of the project teamm) are those of the
project organisers only and do not reflect the views of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, the Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau,
the Cultural and Creative Industries Development Agency. the C mart Initiative Secretariat or the C mart Initiative Vetting Committee.
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of the Peopie’s Repubiic of China




